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French 452/630, Section 1 (Studies in Period, Movement and Theme)
“Humanism and Reform in Renaissance France”

Fall 2010 o | Py inin
M/W 12-1:15 . B o=5
3132 JFSB
BYU

Professor Robert J. Hudson, PhD

Email: bob_hudson@byu.edu

Office: 3113 JFSB Phone: 422-6554

Office Hours: M/W 1:30-2:30, or by appointment

Course Texts: RabelaisGargantua(Pocket)
Marguerite de NavarréHeptaméron(Gallimard Flammarion)
RonsardDiscours, derniers ver&arnier Flammarion)
D’Aubigné,Les TragiquegGarnier Flammarion)
Montaigne Les EssaigPocket)
* Various Handouts, Packets and Articles (to béridhsted throughout the semester)
[All texts available at BYU Bookstore; for consistgy, please use given editions.]

Course Description: With the objective of understanding the culturaplitations and interplay between
the synchronous movements ldimanismin the Arts and Letters anBeformin Religion, Education,
Poetry, the Status of Women, the Individual, eds.they pertain to Renaissance France, this coulise
focus on the analysis of texts from the French-aéntury—literary, philosophical, historical, sadyetc.
Both sweeping in scope and interdisciplinary infdsus, the culturohistorical approach to be takah
attempt to account for the veritabb®rnucopiaof texts available (poetry, prose, scripture, rousirt,
polemical treatises, etc.) in this rich period. s8& on your personal interests/talents, you wilehthe
opportunity to focus your attention on one subjcyour choosing for your final research projeénd,
those currently enrolled in or considering the BFténch Studies MA program will be pleased to distov
that all texts (Du Bellay, Labé, Rabelais, Mont@igMarguerite de Navarre, Marot and Sceve) and ¢ésem
(la Renaissance, la Pléiade, 'Humanisme and ledgae) will all be treated in this course to provigri
essential, general knowledge of"t€entury French Literature and prepare you forMiAeexams.

Course Objectives: Students enrolled in this course will learn to:
1. Define, explain and provide textual/artistic ewdes of the Renaissance concepts of
“‘Humanism” and “Reform”;
2. Recognize and analyze the chief movementsegenird authors in Renaissance France;
3. Dissect and paraphrase the key points of secgtiterature on course themes;
4. Evaluate the efforts of “humanistic reformers”improving the situation of women, believers,
free-thinkers, and Renaissance society on the whole
5. Examine and verbalize ways that"igntury reformers have influenced modern Francethe
modern western conception of man; and,
6. Design, create and present a final project tlehonstrates their understanding of humanism
and/or reform as such concepts pertain to a caut®r, poet, artist or thinker.




Course Requirements: The grading basis will breakdown as follows:

Attendance/Participation/Study Guides 20 %
Oral Presentation 10 %
Brief Analysis Paper (600-800 words) 10 %
Midterm (identification, short response, essay) 15 %
Final Exam (sustained explanation) 15%
Final Research Project (and presentation) 30 %

Particulars. Considering the significant time difference betwdonday and Wednesday classes, Monday
readings will often be considerably longer (30-Z@¢s for Mon; 15-30 pages for Wed.). We will begin
each Monday with a review of the weekly study guidebe posted on Blackboard), which will cover the
reading for the weekend, as well as that from tleipus Wednesday. Study guides constitute hajbaf
Attendance/Participation grade (10% of your finahdg). Also, remember: “Attendance” jp@ssive
(merely being in class); whereas, “Participatiadctive (using your French to engage in class discussion).

Other grading criteria are as follows:

~ Oral PresentatiorEach day, one of you will begin class discussiith a 5-minutesynopsis of a
secondary text, which | will provide, related tatlday’'s theme. As class expert on that theme/text
you will also prepare 2-3 questions for the clasd lae prepared to answer my questions pertaining
to it as well. Every student will present oricghe semester (10% of final grade).

~ Brief Analysis Papemear the mid-way point of the course, you will feguired to write a 600-
800 word (2-3 pages, double-spaced) analysis @uase poemnouvelle chronicle, or other text.
As that approaches, | will provide a prompt withadled instructions and a grading rubric (10%).

~ Midterm Examinationin mid-October (the 1), | will distribute a take-home mid-term exam,
which will include identification items, short respse questions, and a sustained essay question
based on class discussion. You will have one weekbmplete it (15%).

~ Final ExaminationOur course final is scheduled fouesday, December 14" from 11am-2pm.

The format will be that of a group oral final, whegach student will draw a previously-provided
guestion and have 5 minutés present a sustained argument/explanation iporee to the
guestion. All particulars will be explained in di¢tat a final exam review (15%).

~ Final Research Project (and Presentatidime final two formal days of class are reserved f
class presentations of your final research proj¢€s%). While very “open-ended,” your final
research project should engage with a course gupoet, artist, or thinker and demonstrate your
understanding of his/her place in the Renaissandehaw ideals of “humanism” and “reform”
manifest themselves in his/her work. These cageadrom a traditional term paper to something
more creative: a pastiche work, a screenplay oy, @ashort film, an elaborate work of art, a
musical piece, etc.—it'your choice. With all projects, a bibliography and miom one-page
research summary will be required. We will meelsite November (the 3% the Monday before
Thanksgiving Break) to discuss and establish sl@tphrameters for your project.

Other Resources: | am always happy to discuss difficult or confusaumcepts, evaluate paper topics, look
at drafts and thesis ideas, etc. during my officere—please don’t be shy or hesitate to come bysaed
me. On our course Blackboard site, | will periadlig post links to articles and other items of net to
help enrich your experience in this course. Keepege open for those. Finally, we will organize an
informal study session (with or without pizza!)help you prepare for each of the two course exaNwt.
only am | passionate about this subject mattegrtwou to succeed and am willing to do all | cashare
my passion for thetudia humanitatisvith you. Best wishes to you this semester!




Class Schedule (Thematic w/ Cour se Readings):

* As you'll notice, many of the secondary texts wead are in English, whereas the primary textsaHiia
French. This is intentional on my part, as | fiedt much of the transatlantic research in Renacesand
Reformation studies is superior. Also, | feel fiegdcriticism in English will reinforce what origah
material you have already read in French. (Indisideadings are subject to modification.)

Aug. 30 M Introduction to Renaissance Frand&'hat are “Humanism” and “Reform”?
- Timeline and Historical Overview of $&entury France

Sept. 1 W Urban Hubs of the French Renaissance: Paris, L@engva
- Read: Sutherland, “Parisian Life in the Sextlh Century” and
Geisendorf, “Lyons and Geneva in the Sixte&htury”
- Presentation: Romier, “Lyons and Cosmopoistari

|. Church and Statein the Valois Court: Rabelais, Marguerite, and Educational Reform

8 w FrangoisRabelais: Renaissance Mpar excellence
- Read: Framehirancois Rabelais: A Studgxcerpts); Jeanneret,
“Renaissance Orality and Literary Banquets”; anab®&ais Gargantua
“Prologue de l'auteur” (pp. 33-43)
- Presentation: Muir, “Carnival and the Lower Body”

13 M Rabelais: From Medieval to Renaissance—the caedbiant
- ReadGargantua chapitres I, IlI-VII, X-XIV
- Presentation: Stephe&ants in Those Day&xcerpts)

15 W Rabelais: Between Paris and Lyon, on the routettpid
- ReadGargantua chapitres XV-XXII, XLVIII- LV
- Presentation: Duval, “Rabelais and Textualhtecture”
- Presentation: Screech, “The Abbey of Thelema”

20 M Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the French Reszaise
- Read: Cholakian, “Marguerite de Navarre: The ©O¥ace” and
Heptaméron“Prologue”
- Presentation: Hudson & Jackson, “Challenging iGath”

22 W Marguerite de Navarre and Educational/Clerical Rafo
- ReadHeptaméronnouvelles 1V, IX, X, XVII, XLV, LXIX
- Presentation: Cholakian & Cholakian, “Motloéthe Renaissance”

II. Humanism in Reformation: Hellenism, Philology, Sacred Texts and the French Tradition

27 M Jacques Lefevre d’Etaples and the First FrenbleBFrench Religious Reform
- Read: “Introduction: Lefévre d’Etaples et son Meau Testament,” “Epitre
exhortatoire” and “Jean 1 & 2”
- Presentation: Rice, “The Humanist Idea ofigttan Antiquity”




29 W Sébastien Castellion, champion of tolerance: “bibée pour lesdiots”
- Read: Castellion, Introductionlea Genese
- Presentation: Zweig, “The Right to Heresy” anddam, “Against the
Doubters”

Oct. 4 M Jean Calvin and the French Reformation; ClémenoMar
- Read: Calvin, “Préface aux commentaries des peaijriludson, “Etre
David ou Rien”; and Marot, “Psaume VI”
- Presentation: Wilcox, “Jean Calvin”

6 w Clément Marot and thesaumes
11 M NO CLASS: MID-TERM EXAM STUDY SESSION IN 3132 JFSB
13 W NO CLASS: MID-TERM EXAM PREP DAY

[11. Poetic Reform: I mitation, Innovation, Neoplatonism, and Petrarchism

18 M Clément Marot and theriginal ideaof Innovation through Imitation
- Read: Marot Biographical sketch and Poetrkpac
- Presentation: Hudson, “Marot and the ‘Inventiohthe French Sonnet”
- TURN-IN MID-TERM EXAM

20 W Lyrical Lyon: Cradle of French Renaissance Verse
- Read: Sceve Biographical sketch and Lyonrngqecket
- Presentation: Hudson, “Lyrical Lyon and thieoSt of Marot”

25 M Pléiade Poetics: Usurping the Renaissance
- Read: Pléiade poetry packet
- Presentation: Ferguson, “An Offensive Defense”
- Brief Analysis Paper Assigned

V. ThePen & the Sword: Verse and Violence in the French Wars of Religion

27 W Introducing the French Wars of Religion
- Read: Benedict, “The Wars of Religion” (SKIM)
- FILM: La Reine Margo{Selections)
- NO PRESENTATION: BEGIN ANALYSIS PAPER

Nov. 1 M The CatholicAssault: Ronsard)iscours sur les miséres de ce temps
- Read: Ronsardiscours IV, V, Xl
- Presentation: Langer, “Poetry and Action”

3 W The Protestant Response: Agrippa D’Aubigné aedPttophetic Voice
- Read: D’Aubignél_es Tragiquegexcerpts, TBA)
- Presentation: Hudson, “The Poetics of Vitapien”




V. The Resulting Skepticism and the Rise of the Baroque

8 M Pre-CartesianSkepticism as French Tradition: Introducing Moniesg
- NO READING: BRIEF ANALYSIS PAPER DUE
- Presentation: Popkin, “Michel de Montaigne anelNlouveaux
Pyrrhonien$

10 W Skepticism as Self-Reflection: Montaign&ssais
- Read: Montaigneissais(“Au lecteur”; I: VI, XXVI, XXXI)
- Presentation: Jeanneret, “Antarctic France”

15 M Branloire pérenneMontaigne and the Ever-changing Portrait of tedf S
- Read: Montaigndsssaig(lll: I, VI)
- Presentation: Regosin, “Montaigne and his Redaderds “Autobiography
and Self-portraiture”

17 W Baroque in the Arts and Letters
- Read: Baroque Packet (Art, Poetry, Theatre)
- Presentation: Donaldson-Evans, “From Manhé&vi8aroque Poetry”

22 M NO CLASS: DISCUSSFINAL RESEARCH PROJECT IN 3113 JFSB
29 M Baroque in Music
- Read: Baroque Music Packet
- Presentation: Duboike Baroque en Europe et en Franexcerpts)
V1. Henri 1V and the End of the Renaissance: A Politics of Forgetting
Dec. 1 W Le Bon Roy Henrgnd the Problem of Healing a War-torn Nation
- Read: The Edict of Nantes (excerpts)
- Presentation: Holt, “Redrawing the Lines aftiority”
6 M PRESENTATIONS OF FINAL RESEARCH PROJECT

8 W PRESENTATIONS OF FINAL RESEARCH PROJECT

¥** FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, December 14" from 11am-2pm ***




Honor Code -- A Word on the Honor Code and on Dress and Grooming Standar ds:

Every student has agreed to abide by the Honor @odeDress and Grooming Standards; failure to dehsavs lack of respect
for peers, teachers, and our sponsoring instituffidve Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saimitsthis course you will be
expected, as a person of integrity, to maintairr yammitment to the code and standards.

Plagiarism

A Note on Plagiarism from Brief Guide to the Writing of Student Pap@& U GE Office, 1990): “Brigham Young University
does not tolerate plagiarism. When a student ageschased research paper, the work of anotreeid#as or words of another,
or portions there from, and represents this a®hiser own work without giving the originator preperedit, then that student
has plagiarized the source. Any student whoplagiarizes the work of another [or cheats on ammeor assignment] risks a
failing grade on the particular assignment, argilgrade in the class, and appearance before fthet-Code Council].”

Accessibility Issues

Brigham Young University is committed to providireg working and learning atmosphere that reasonabtypramodates
qualified persons with accessibility issues. lfylmave any accessibility issues that may impair yahility to complete this
course successfully, please contact the UniverAitgessibility Center in 1520 WSC (422-2767). Remdde academic
accommodations are reviewed for all students whee lqualified documented disabilities. Services @verdinated with the
student and instructor by the UAC office. If yoee assistance or if you feel you have been unldiscriminated against,
you may seek resolution through established griexgolicy and procedures. You should contact tpgaEEmployment Office
at 422-5895, D-282 ASB.

Preventing Sexual Har assment

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 pratsitsex discrimination against any participant inelucational program or
activity that receives federal funds. The act teimaded to eliminate sex discrimination in educato pertains to admissions,
academic and athletic programs, and university-spat activities. Title 1X also prohibits sexuarassment of students by
university employees, other students, and visittos campus. |If you encounter sexual harassment emdey-based

discrimination, please talk to your professor; eshtthe Equal Employment Office at 801-422-589513#88-238-1062 (24-

hours), or http://www.ethicspoint.com; or contadw Honor Code Office at 801-422-2847.

Regarding the HIN1 Virus (Swine Flu)

Currently the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)nesties that infection rates may be approximatelybd® those of normal
years (as high as 40 percent). If you feel you bmjnfected or are showing symptoms of the vitlus,University suggests that
you please do the followingAlert your professorsthrough email or by telephone if you have the flu or are showing signs
of the flu. You should not come to class ill, since your atterce will risk further spread of a serious virGemmunicate with
your professors the seriousness of your illnessdiscliss ways you can submit work and make up asgeth work without
attending class.” Keep me apprised and | willaety do all in my power to facilitate you (includj excusing absences,
allowing make-up work, and finding appropriate nmeaf submitting work). For more information abohetflu, please visit
http://www.flu.gov or http://flu.byu.edu, or calt800-CDC-INFO (232-4636).

*k%

French Studies M A Expected L ear ning Outcomes

1. Produce research on a topic relating to Frenétrancophone history, literature, culture, padititanguage or language
learning.

2. Analyze, compare and contextualize major wofksrench literature.

3. Gain skills necessary to the pursuit of persgoals such as further education or employment.

French Studies BA Expected L earning Outcomes

1. Analyze and compare the cultures and practhescreate French and Francophone identities.

2. Analyze and interpret literary texts of the Ftespeaking world.

3. Demonstrate advanced competence in French sggdikitening, writing, and reading.

4. Develop attitudes and habits of thought andystbdt encourage life-long learning and continuedtact with French studies.
5. Gain skills necessary to the pursuit of persgoals such as graduate study or employment.

*kk

Statements of Evaluation Criteria

1. | learned a great deal in this course.

2. Course materials and learning activities wefecéize in helping students learn.

3. This course helped me develop intellectual sk#lich as critical thinking, analytical reasoniingggration of knowledge).
4. The instructor showed genuine interest in sttglend their learning.




